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Introduction
Dear Senator,
In this packet you will find three things:
1) A one-page statement supporting repeal from the ten member
denominations of the Council, approved unanimously in 2010.
2) Summaries of each denomination’s official teaching in support of death
penalty repeal, with links to full statements on the Internet.
3) For most denominations, current testimony from clergy and lay people
living in New Hampshire.
The New Hampshire Council of Churches comprises the ten denominations
named in this packet. Together, these denominations have about 475
congregations and an estimated 500,000 members throughout the Granite State.
This means that you represent members of these churches who live in your
districts. They want to communicate to you their faith-based support of death
penalty repeal.
We have published further resources in support of death penalty repeal from a
Christian perspective on our website at http://www.nhchuches.org/repeal2019.
If you would like to have further conversation about Christian opposition to the
death penalty, please reach out to me at (603) 219-0889 or
jason@nhchurches.org and I will make an appointment to meet with you.
Yours faithfully,

Rev. Jason Wells, Executive Director
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Joint Statement of the Council
Adopted by the Board of Directors May 20, 2010
The New Hampshire Council of Churches, an ecumenical Christian body of
ten diverse denominations including Protestant, Anglican, Roman Catholic and
Orthodox Christian traditions, regard the use of capital punishment as
problematic and unacceptable. As Christians we believe that every human being is
created in the image and likeness of God (Gen 1:26).In our human condition sin
tarnishes this image; nevertheless, we believe that the promise of redemption is
offered to all through repentance. Thus, each of us is called to respect the life and
dignity of every person, even when that person denies the dignity of others. We
must still recognize that their dignity is a gift from God and is not something that
is earned or lost through their behavior. Respect for life applies to all, even the
perpetrators of terrible acts.
Scripture cautions us: “Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought
for what is noble in the sight of all” (Romans 12:17).From this Christian
perspective we are led to conclude that the death penalty does not provide
justice. Instead the death penalty perpetuates inhumane retribution, fosters
feelings of revenge, and exacerbates a cycle of violence upon the perpetuators
and victims without regard for that which is noble. These responses dehumanize
society and blind us to God’s image in all; perpetrators and victims, rich and poor,
young and old, Christian and non-Christian, no matter what color their skin may
be. The use of capital punishment does not restore a broken society; it
perpetuates the violence and injustice instead of condemning such intolerable
acts.
Therefore, we, the undersigned, condemn the expansion of capital
punishment and call for the abolishment of its use in the State of New Hampshire,
asking all to seek that which is noble.
Member Denominations: American Baptist, Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America, Friends, Greek Orthodox, Presbyterian Church/USA, Roman
Catholic, United Church of Christ, United Methodist, Unitarian Universalist
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Testimony from the Executive Director
Dear Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee:
The New Hampshire Council of Churches is an ecumenical Christian body of ten
diverse denominations: American Baptist, Catholic, Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America, Society of Friends (Quaker), Greek Orthodox, Presbyterian
Church (USA), United Church of Christ, United Methodist and Unitarian Universalist.
All ten of these denominations unanimously regard the use of capital punishment as
unacceptable and support its repeal.
To summarize their faith, I'll offer three core Christian beliefs: the sacredness of life,
that all are created equal, and redemption.
First, in Genesis 1:26, we read that “God said, ‘Let us make [the human race] in our
image, after our likeness.’” Christians believe that every human life is sacred, even
when that person denies the dignity of others. We recognize that the sacredness of
life is a gift from God, neither earned through good behavior nor lost through terrible
acts.
Second, that sacred dignity is found equally in every person since all people have the
same divine Creator. Statistics on the death penalty reveal that the United States
applies the death penalty unequally as to race, class and other categories. This
violates the equality with which God has imbued the human race in creation.
We want to believe that these shortcomings do not apply to us and that we serve
justice more impartially than in other parts of the nation. Unfortunately Christians
know that human beings are fallible and make poor decisions. We know that we will
apply laws unequally. When it comes to capital punishment, we cannot trust our
fallible selves to choose between life and death impartially or justly.
Finally, God can redeem any person, no matter their past, and bring them to the
forgiveness and mercy. The death penalty closes off the possibility of God's
redemption through our presumption that we know better than God.
For these reasons: the sacredness of life, human equality and redemption, I urge you
all to support House Bill 455 and repeal New Hampshire's death penalty.

5

American Baptist Churches
The American Baptist Churches of Vermont and New Hampshire is represented by
96 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
Resolution on Capital Punishment, 8064:3/82
As Christians living and participating in our society, we reaffirm and are acutely
aware of:
a. the sacredness of life and the obligation to “overcome evil with good” as
taught in the Scriptures;
b. the hope and possibility of all to come under the redeeming and
transforming action of God;
c. the fallibility of human agencies and legal justice;
d. the immorality and injustice of capital punishment for persons later proven
innocent;
e. some inexcusable inequities before the law, enabling many persons of
higher status and resources to avoid the death penalty while some persons
without these resources are unable to avoid the penalty. The majority of
those on death row are poor, powerless, and educationally deprived.
Almost 50% come from minority groups….
f. the lack of clear support through the available evidence that capital
punishment has a deterrent effect;
g. the conviction that the emphasis in penology should be upon the process of
creative, redemptive rehabilitation, rather than on primitive retribution.
Therefore, the General Board of the American Baptist Churches recommends the
abolition of capital punishment in those states which still practice it and urges
churches and members of our American Baptist constituency to support groups
and agencies working for the abolition of capital punishment in those
governmental jurisdictions of the U.S. where it is still authorized by law.
Source: http://www.abc-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/CapitalPunishment.pdf
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Roman Catholic Church
The Catholic Diocese of Manchester is represented by 96 congregations in the
State of New Hampshire.
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Paragraph 2267, revised 2018
Assuming that the guilty party’s identity and responsibility have been fully
determined, the traditional teaching of the Church does not exclude recourse to
the death penalty, if this is the only possible way of effectively defending human
lives against the unjust aggressor.
If, however, non-lethal means are sufficient to defend and protect people’s safety
from the aggressor, authority will limit itself to such means, as these are more in
keeping with the concrete conditions of the common good and more in
conformity to the dignity of the human person.
Today, in fact, as a consequence of the possibilities which the state has for
effectively preventing crime, by rendering one who has committed an offense
incapable of doing harm — without definitely taking away from him the possibility
of redeeming himself — the cases in which the execution of the offender is an
absolute necessity “are very rare, if not practically nonexistent.”
Source: http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a5.htm
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Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire is represented by 46 congregations in
the State of New Hampshire.
Resolution 2015-D025
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church reaffirm its
longstanding call to put an end to the death penalty in recognition that the death
penalty remains legal in thirty-one states and in federal jurisdictions with over
3,000 persons awaiting execution; and that the death penalty is
disproportionately applied to the poor and to minorities and is in direct
opposition to the witness of Jesus; and be it further
Resolved, That this resolution be forwarded to governors in all states where the
death penalty is legal, encouraging them to submit and support legislation in their
respective states to abolish the death penalty; and be it further
Resolved, That this resolution be forwarded to the bishops in all states where the
death penalty is legal, encouraging them to appoint task forces of clergy and lay
persons to develop a witness to eliminate the death penalty, and requesting that
these bishops report back on their actions to the Standing Commission on Justice
and Public Policy prior to the 79th General Convention.
Source: https://www.episcopalarchives.org/cgibin/acts/acts_resolution.pl?resolution=2015-D025

Bishop A. Robert Hirschfeld, Episcopal Church of New Hampshire, 2019
Please see the following pages.
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America is
represented by 14 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
“The Death Penalty” Social Statement Summary, 1991

We begin by assuming that government plays a God-given, protective role.
“God entrusts the state with power to take human life when failure to do so
constitutes a clear danger to society” (p. 2). This view is qualified, though:
“[T]his does not mean that governments have an unlimited right to take life”
or “must punish crime by death” (p. 2). The text quickly questions whether it
is even possible to administer the death penalty justly. By the end, the social
statement concludes that it is not.
Citing Scripture, the statement supports the Christian calling to “respond to
violent crime in the restorative way taught by Jesus and shown by his
actions” (p. 2). Restorative justice involves “addressing the hurt of each
person whose life has been touched by violent crime” (p.3). Such an
approach “makes the community safer for all” (p. 3).
Three reasons are given to oppose capital punishment:
1) executions represent an unacceptable, non-restorative approach to
violent crime;
2) executions can reinforce social injustice; and
3) the death penalty cannot possibly be administered justly.
… The social statement sums up its opposition: “The practice of the death
penalty undermines any possible moral message we might want to ‘send.’ It
is not fair and fails to make society better or safer. The message conveyed
by an execution, reflected in the attention it receives from the public, is one
of brutality and violence” (p. 4).
Source: https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/SocialStatements/Death-Penalty
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Paul Lutz, licensed lay minister, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Berlin, 2019
[T]oday I’d like to offer a simple illustration of the counter-intuitive justification
for making society safer through the application of capital punishment.
Two days ago, the parish council of St. Paul approved a request to use our facility
for court-ordered meetings for anger management and domestic violence. This
congregation knows the danger of spiraling cycles of violence that continue
without treatment. As a pastoral care-giver, I know the fear of worsening violence
in relationships is something many know too well.
Many of us can recall the “bad old days” when domestic violence was tolerated,
even by law enforcement. It is testament to our collective progress, as a society,
as a profession of law enforcement and as a body of lawmakers, that those views
are now far from acceptable. One thing we have learned is that those in violent
environments are drastically more at risk of becoming victims of homicide.
You’ve heard from some that the death penalty makes law enforcement safer. I
reject that premise. If we view our state as a social unit, one which functions like a
family, where violence was once justified for the good of order; you will too!
Police respond to varied situations where violence happens. Whether those are
domestic, crimes against property or against law enforcement officers, the risk to
law enforcement professionals is drastically increased. Simply, when we as a
government, sanction the justified killing of another as a means to keep order
within our state, we are no better than those perpetrating the same actions
against which this body so wisely legislated in the past! This hierarchy of violence
and its toleration makes society less safe. So also the death penalty makes the
environments into which police must intervene less safe.
I know you are all united in maintaining the respect for life and one another. I’d
like to believe that respect is for the life which is granted us and not an individual
whom has committed a reprehensible act. In your capacity as those who care
about the common good, I would ask you to join me in rejecting the absurd
notion that committing violence by the state decreases future violence and makes
any of us safer.
12

Greek Orthodox
The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston oversees 12 congregations in the State
of New Hampshire.
From His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 2013
Beloved friends, when the Lord comes in glory to judge the world, we are taught
that He will seek the reflection of His person in each one of us. So we ask: How is
it possible for the humble and meek Jesus to recognize Himself in those who hate
and persecute their fellow human beings, especially when He spent His earthly
life loving and healing all people? How can He support the death penalty for
people's wrongdoings, especially when He came to save the lost, and desires "that
all may be saved and come to the knowledge of truth"? How can life possibly
embrace death? Violence and hatred, then, against other people, are only a
perversion; they do not express the divine will.
Source: https://www.patriarchate.org/address-1//asset_publisher/GPnA1uVWyyMt/content/homilia-tes-a-th-panagiotetos-touoikoumenikou-patriarchou-k-k-bartholomaiou-kata-ten-oikoumeniken-synantesinen-toi-loutheranikoi-kathedrikoi-naoi-to

Father Constantine Newman, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 2019
The Orthodox Christian faith and tradition centers on life. Our weekly celebration
of the Resurrection of our Lord reminds us that God has given us life and is
preparing us to enjoy eternal life. Because of this emphasis, the Orthodox Church
sees the taking of that life by another human being as a great evil.
There can also be no distinction between an innocent or a guilty victim; that life,
rather, belongs to a person made in the image of God. The witness of the
theologians and elders of the Church is clear and unanimous: we must never
confuse the person, made in the image of God, with the evil he or she performs.
If, on a personal level, we dare not condemn a person for his or her actions, how
can we do that then on a societal level.
There are two major problems with the death penalty. The first is its inequality in
application. As the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese statement on the death penalty
13

points out: “With more information available to us today about the consequences
of capital punishment, many Christians are of the opinion that it no longer server
as a deterrent to crime. Statistics of the United States show that the existence of
capital punishment in some states and its absence in other states seems to have
no measurable effect on the rate of various capital crimes. For a long time now,
persons accused of capital crimes who can afford the legal expertise nearly always
escape capital punishment. Generally speaking, only the weak, the poor, the
friendless have been executed in most recent years.” If escaping the death
penalty depends primarily on wealth, how can it be just?
But more importantly, the death penalty, because of its finality, stands in the way
of repentance. Not only does the death penalty not serve as a deterrent to crime,
it also often hardens the heart of the criminal, instead of bringing it around to a
true change of mind, since the death penalty is motivated mainly by a spirit of
vengeance rather than a call to repentance. St. Ambrose of Milan put it best: “The
person who hasn’t spared the life of a sinner has begrudged him the opportunity
for the remission of sins and deprived him of all hope. He will, in fact, be subject
in equal measure to divine justice.”
Although theological arguments cannot determine the laws of the state, the state
should still be governed by moral principles in its decision making. In the case of
the death penalty, the sanctity of life should be the guiding principle. As Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople has said, “How can life possibly embrace death?”
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Presbyterian Church (USA)
The Presbytery of Northern New England of the Synod of the Northeast is
represented by 10 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
219th General Assembly, 2010
The Presbytery of Greater Atlanta respectfully urges the 219th General Assembly
(2010) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to:
1. Affirm the positions of the 171st (1959), 177th (1965), and the 189th (1977)
General Assemblies of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America, the 106th General Assembly (1966) of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States, and the 197th General Assembly (1985) and 212th General
Assembly (2000) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) on capital punishment, and
declare its continuing opposition to capital punishment.
2. Call for an immediate moratorium on all executions in all jurisdictions that
impose capital punishment. …
Rationale
As Christians, we recognize God as sovereign in all spheres of human life,
including the political sphere. We declare that God’s law: “Thou shall not kill,” is
still good law. We follow a Lord who taught us to go beyond “an eye for an eye.”
We believe that human individuals and institutions are sinful and make mistakes.
However, as humans we lack any power to correct our errors if we wrongly
execute.
Source: https://www.pc-biz.org/#/search/3431
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Rev. John Sawyer, Bedford Presbyterian Church, 2019
I come to speak in favor of death penalty repeal – not just from an economic
standpoint (which study after study proves), but from a moral standpoint (which
story after story proves). I want to share one such story. . .
Josh and Sarah were classmates in the sixth grade in Georgia. Sarah might have
known that Josh came from a broken home, but did not know much else about his
life outside school. She did not know that Josh was the victim of abuse and that
he would later learn how to numb the pain in his life with drugs and alcohol. She
also did not know that at the age of nineteen Josh, in a drug-fueled haze, would
participate in two murders.1 Josh did not pull the trigger or wield the knife in
either crime, but he was there when it happened, he was guilty, and he was
sentenced to death. It is not uncommon that most people who receive the death
penalty are consistently the “least of these:” victims of abuse, battling addiction,
poor, people of color, often mentally disabled or mentally ill.
From before the moment of his arrest, Josh never stopped showing remorse for
his crimes. The person he became in prison bore little comparison to the teenager
whose life was defined by the dismal circumstances of his birth. Josh became a
kind, humble, and compassionate human being who was a shining example of
someone whose life could be transformed from loss and addiction to one of
meaning, purpose, and hope.2 This is the Josh that Sarah came to know, years
later, when she became his lawyer, working for a clemency ruling that, alas, never
came. After Josh was killed by the state of Georgia, Sarah wrote: “[Josh’s]
continued concern for the suffering of others while he faced the ultimate penalty
showed that the evil the state wanted to stamp out was not there [anymore], and
all that was lost was the potential of a redeemed soul to do good.”3
I tell this story, not just because Sarah is one of my oldest friends and the loss of
her friend Josh was heartbreaking. I tell this story because I believe in God’s

1

Which included the murder of a man who claimed to have abused Josh’s mother.
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2016/04/joshua-bishop-executed-march-31-powerful-witness-forgiveness/.
3
http://opendoorcommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/02/April2016-web.pdf.
2
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power to work for good in every person – even those guilty of a heinous crime. If
God never gives up on them, then why should we?
The stance of the Presbyterian Church (USA), is that “...capital punishment is an
expression of vengeance which contradicts the justice of God on the cross...[and,
that the task of Christians is to] seek the redemption of evil doers and not their
death….”4 Redemption is more powerful than vengeance. We see it in the person
of Jesus Christ, in our own lives, and in the least of these.
This afternoon, I will drive home to Manchester and pick my nearly-two-year-old
son up from daycare. As I look at my son and his classmates, I have no idea who
they will grow up to become. I hope they will all grow up to do good things – like
Sarah, and, like Josh, who in the end, was not defined by the worst thing he ever
did, but by who he became, with God’s help.
Repeal the death penalty in New Hampshire and make our state more just and
whole.

4

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/capital-punishment/.
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Religious Society of Friends (Quaker)
The New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends is represented
by 16 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
Minute 1956-69
The Committee on Peace and Social Concerns presented two recommendations.
The Meeting approved referral to the Permanent Board of the proposed revision
of Faith and Practice in regard to capital pun-ishment. The Yearly Meeting also
approved the following statement: “The New England Yearly Meeting of Friends
believes that there is no crime for which the death penalty should be imposed.
We hold life, given us by our father, to be sacred and hence not to be taken from
any of us by the judgment of man.”
Source: https://neym.org/minutes/library/capital-punishment-0

Faith and Practice of New England Yearly Meeting of Friends, 1985
…Their testimony against capital punishment is based on the belief that it is a
violate of the sacredness of human personality, that is disregards the
fundamental capacity of all persons to respond to right influences, and that it
gives no opportunity to reform the offender. …
The real security of human life is to be found in a reverence for it. If the law
regarded it as inviolable, then the people would begin also so to regard it. A deep
reverence for human life is worth more than a thousand executions in the
prevention of murder; and is, in fact, the great security for human life. The law of
capital punishment while pretending to support this reverence, does in fact tend
to destroy it. …
Source: pp. 199-200
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Marian Baker, recorded minister, Weare Monthly Meeting, 2019
I am a life-long Quaker in New Hampshire. The State House where we meet was
originally a Quaker meetinghouse until the State bought it, so I hope you will
listen to this brief testimony.
I have been testifying in this chamber against the death penalty since the time
many years ago that you were considering changing the method of execution
from hanging to lethal injection, more than 30 years ago.
I oppose the death penalty due to the following reasons:
1. Many are executed who are not guilty of any crime. Back in 1660, our
neighboring state hung to death Mary Dyer for being a Quaker. Now there
is a statue in from of their statehouse claiming her as a martyr for religious
liberty. These days, most of those mistakenly executed are men of color,
not whites or women.
2. Any person can change and we believe it is better to spend taxpayer money
to rehabilitate the people in jail than to just lock them up or put them to
death. All of us have made mistakes in life, but God can help people turn
around and become useful citizens. Those of you who are Trump
supporters would be interested to know that I recently heard, while in
Africa doing humanitarian ministry, a video of President Trump introducing
and praising a violent criminal who in jail became a Christian and is now
helping many others to not go to jail.
3. The costs of putting someone on death row and its ensuing legal fees is
extremely expensive. It is far cheaper to keep people, who for any reason
cannot be changed, in jail for life rather than putting them to death.
Thus, I urge you all to stop the death penalty in our state.
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Unitarian Universalist Association
The New England Region of the Unitarian Universalist Association is represented
by 21 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
General Resolution on the Death Penalty, 1979
WHEREAS, General Assemblies of the Unitarian Universalist Association have
opposed capital punishment by resolutions in 1961, 1966, and 1974; and
WHEREAS, the aforementioned resolutions have urged complete abolition of
capital punishment as inconsistent with respect for human life; for its retributive,
discriminatory, and non-deterrent character; and opposed its restoration or
continuance in any form; and
WHEREAS, the State of Florida has declared its intent to proceed with the
executions of those under the capital sentence in Florida prisons, numbering
more than one hundred, and having begun with the execution of John Spenkelink
on May 25, 1979; and
WHEREAS, the Florida example may become precedent for a new wave of capital
punishment in numerous other states;
BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association urges the Governor of the State of Florida to commute all existing
death sentences; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly urges Governors of all
other states similarly to commute death sentences and to prevent the restoration
or continuance of capital punishment in any form.
Source: https://www.uua.org/action/statements/capital-punishment-1
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Rev. Emily Burr, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Franklin, 2019
I am speaking to you today from my Unitarian Universalist faith perspective and
my heart. My Unitarian Universalist Faith includes my strong belief in and avid
affirmation of our seven Principles.
Our First Principle is a belief in the inherent worth and dignity of every person.
In1967, Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “I do not think that God approves the death
penalty for any crime, rape and murder included. Capital punishment is against
the better judgment of modern criminology, and, above all, against the highest
expression of love in the nature of God.”
Because of Unitarian Universalism’s Second Principle, I support Justice, Equity and
Compassion in human relations and cannot support a process that is riddled with
injustice, inequity and, without doubt, lacks compassion. Thus, I cannot support
the use of the Death Penalty under any circumstances.
Our Seventh Principle speaks to us about respect for interdependent web of
existence of which we are a part. Any person put to death in our state is part of
that web as are you.
However, the simplest explanation for my opposition to the Death Penalty is that
deep in my Unitarian Universalist heart I know it is just plain wrong.
I want the laws in my country and state to reflect the values expressed in our
Principles. You, our legislators, are charged with fulfilling the will of the people
you represent as you make laws that help create the culture we all live with. I
understand that you can’t do that if we don’t let you know what our will is.
I want you to know that as a citizen of the State of New Hampshire, I do not want
my state to impose the death penalty.
I cannot be silent! So I say to you with all my heart and faith, “Not in my name!” I
urge you to repeal the Death Penalty in New Hampshire this year.
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United Church of Christ
The New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ is represented by
133 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
Call for the Abolition of the Death Penalty, General Synod 22, 1999
…THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the United Church of Christ…continue
advocacy efforts to address the racial and economic biases in the administration
and continuation of the death penalty, including efforts to reverse the trend
toward limiting access to legal counsel and recourse;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the United Church of Christ…work with legislators
to introduce a “moratorium on execution” legislation in the state and federal
legislative bodies;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Twenty-second General Synod calls
upon...conferences, associations and congregations to speak out in opposition to
the death penalty and work for its abolition, with an immediate focus on
abolishing the death penalty for juvenile offenders, the mentally retarded and the
mentally ill;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the United Church of Christ…engage in renewed
education efforts with United Church of Christ conferences, associations and
congregations throughout the United States and Puerto Rico regarding the issue
of capital punishment; …
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Twenty-second General Synod of the United
Church of Christ reaffirms the long-standing opposition within the United Church
of Christ to the death penalty and urges the abolition of capital punishment as a
means of working for justice and maintaining a faithful witness to remember “the
least of these” our sisters and brothers.
Source: https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/files/pdf/1999uccgs22abolishdeathpen.pdf
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United Methodist Church
The New Hampshire Conference of the United Methodist Church is represented by
53 congregations in the State of New Hampshire.
Book of Discipline, Social Principles, 2016
We believe the death penalty denies the power of Christ to redeem, restore and
transform all human beings. The United Methodist Church is deeply concerned
about crime throughout the world and the value of any life taken by a murder or
homicide. We believe all human life is sacred and created by God and therefore,
we must see all human life as significant and valuable. When governments
implement the death penalty (capital punishment), then the life of the convicted
person is devalued and all possibility of change in that person’s life ends. We
believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that the possibility of reconciliation
with Christ comes through repentance. This gift of reconciliation is offered to all
individuals without exception and gives all life new dignity and sacredness. For
this reason, we oppose the death penalty (capital punishment) and urge its
elimination from all criminal codes.
Source: http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/political-community#death-penalty

Rev. Becca Girrell, Lebanon United Methodist Church, 2019
My name is Reverend Rebecca Girrell. I am an ordained clergyperson in The
United Methodist Church. In that capacity, I have served with four congregations
and on denominational Boards in New York, Vermont, and New Hampshire; I
presently serve in Lebanon, NH. I am also the daughter of a retired correctional
facility superintendent (more commonly, a warden), who served for 28 years in
the Vermont Department of Corrections. I have stood against the death penalty
since I was a child.
My mother’s commitment to, and care for, the men incarcerated in her
correctional facility was always evident. She taught me that everyone deserves
humane treatment, and that anyone—no matter how shocking or brutal their
crime—must have the opportunity to learn, to change, to take responsibility for
their actions, and to seek to make amends.
23

Both my faith and my mother’s vocation teach me that all people are an intricate
mixture of “good” and “bad;” perhaps even these categories are too binary to
capture the complexity of human experience. Beloved by our Creator, our
parents, our friends, our partners, our children, we are capable of profound
kindness and profound harm, and possess tremendous capacity for repentance,
forgiveness, healing, and transformation. It is not only those who have offended
who rely on this capacity; often healing for victims and their families is enhanced
if the perpetrator can come to express remorse and offer some form of
restitution. This is because our lives are bound to one another, for better or
worse, and only death can sever those bonds and put an end to our capacity to
seek and give forgiveness, to seek or see redemption.
My faith tradition, the United Methodist Church, says this: “We believe the death
penalty denies the power of Christ to redeem, restore and transform all human
beings.” And later, “When governments implement the death penalty (capital
punishment), then the life of the convicted person is devalued and all possibility
of change in that person’s life ends” (United Methodist Social Principles,
paragraph 164.G).
Because healing and repentance are so closely tied together, because
transformation is always possible, because human beings must not exercise the
power to cut short opportunity for healing or redemption—thereby denying the
power of God to bring these about—I encourage your support of HB 455,
repealing the death penalty in the State of New Hampshire.
Rev. James McPhee, Superintendent, Tri-State District, 2019
I serve as Tri-State District Superintendent in the New England Conference of the
United Methodist Church. In my district, I work closely with 24 United Methodist
congregations in southern New Hampshire.
The United Methodist Church unequivocally opposes the death penalty.
We understand that this ultimate sanction does not serve as a deterrent but is
irrevocable retribution which we understand to be contrary to Christian
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understandings of sin, accountability, and the restoration that God seeks with all
of us.
This portion of the United Methodist Church’s Social Principles quoted above
summarizes our view.
We are all aware of many occasions in recent years when persons condemned to
be executed have been exonerated by advancements in genetic screening and by
additional evidence. Our applications of the death penalty are far from perfect.
This ultimate sanction does not serve the cause of justice among us but can be
the vehicle for ultimate injustice in our society.
The elimination of capital punishment in New Hampshire would be a move to
more fully reflect our values in our criminal justice system. That is, as we affirm
the horrors of the taking of any life by homicide, our society likewise must not
itself perpetuate violence and retribution. May this be so for all the citizens of
New Hampshire.
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